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Hill 2nd in 2-mile

Brooker ''Outsta nding'' at NAIA Indoor Nationa ls

Jane Romig Brooker was named the
"Outstanding Woman Athlete" at the NAIA
national indoor track and field meet in Kan·
sas City on February 22. The talented senior
runner won the 1000 yard run for the second
consecutive year and this time around she
did it in record fashion. Brooker was clocked
in 2:36.1 which was a new NAIA national
record.
"Jane ran a solid race and her experience
helped her," remarked Coach Elvin King.
"It was a very close race and she just won
it at the wire."
Cedarville earned 10 points for Broqker's
victory allowing the Lady Jackets to place
15th as a team.
On the men's side, ~epior Tom Hill placed
second in the 2-mile run in 9: 05.5 thus earning All-America status. It was the highest
finish ever by a Yell ow Jacket male in NAIA
indoor or outdoor track competition. Hill
crossed the finish line just a little more than
two seconds behind the winner. His eight
points placed Cedarville in a tie for 18th as
a team.·
Four other Cedarville men participated in
the meet. Rob Moore, who was an All-

IT WAS A PHOTO finish in the women's 1000 yard run at the NAIA
Indoor Nationals with Cedarville's Jane Romig Brooker (left) declared
the winner. (Photo by Tim Walters)

American in the mile in 1985, did not qualify for the finals this year after suffering
from the flu the week leading up to the meet.

YELLOW JAd:H Tom Hill places second in the 2-mile run at the NAIA
Indoor National Track Meet. (Photo by Tim Walters)

Clarence Eddy competed in the 600 yard
dash and Phil Hulbert threw the shot put,
but neither qualified for the finals.

Chris Hoefler was part of the distance
medley relay squad along with Eddy, Hill,
and Moore, but the quartet did not place.

22-10 cage season unexpec ted
Fifteen, maybe sixteen wins was all most
Yell ow Jacket basketball fans were willing
to predict for the 1985-86 Cedarville College
men's club at season's start. After all,
Coach Don Callan lost two veteran guards
to graduation plus last year's number two
scorer didn't come back. The Yellow Jackets put all the skeptics to rest by compiling
an impressive 22-10 record for their first
20-win campaign in five years.
The sparkplug for this run and shoot
squad was senior point guard George Gorman. The product of San Juan, Puerto Rico
returned to the team following a one-year
layoff and promptly caught the attention of
every opponent on the Cedarville schedule.
When teams stopped George from scoring, they cpuld not stop his passing and vice
versa. Nobody completely handcuffed Gorman as he averaged 18.5 points and 10.2 assists per game with a school-record effort
of 326 assists for the season. Those look like
MVP numbers and they are as Gorman was
named the squad's "Most Valuable Player."
Chris Walter was the only other senior in
the starting line-up. The 6-5 forward owned
a team-leading rebounding average of 7.5 to

go along with 7.9 points a contest.
Those two seniors were matched with a
trio of sophomores who are expected to continue the Yellow Jackets' success in the near
future. Chris Reese (16.3 ppg), Mike Freeman (14.9), and Don Simerly (8.2) also
earned precious experience as starters.
With seniors Mike Campbell and Kirk
Fairhurst coming off of the bench along with
junior David Yeager, that gave Callan the
cohesive nucleus that he was looking for.
"When we scored a lot of points we won,"
remarked Callan whose team was 16-2 in
games it scored 80 or more points. "Our
game was fast break and get the ball up
court as quickly as possible, but in a controlled fashion. We never expected this type
of season. As it progressed we gained a lot
more confidence, especially the younger
players."
This team did some things that Callan had
not had the pleasure of experiencing in quite
some time. The Jackets ended a 10-game
skid at Malone with a 93-91 victory, and they
also won at Rio Grande 93-85, Cedarville
even threatened to win the Mid-Ohio Conference crown and was in the driver's seat tied
for the lead with two home games remaining. Unfortunately, Cedarville lost both by
one point to Rio Grande and Walsh to finish
in a three~way tie for third with those two
schools at 9-5.
This still put Cedarville into the NAIA District 22 playoffs and they. opened with a
home game for the first time in five years.
The Jackets blew a 17-point second-half lead
against Rio Grande, but held on for a 92-90
win. Gorman had 28 points and 13 assists
while Freeman added 23 points.
That victory sent Cedarville to Findlay
College to face the top-seeded Oilers in the

semifinals. It ended up being one of the two 124-91. Seven players reached double figures
high-scoring games that the Jackets failed during the scoring jamboree with Freeman,
to win as they lost in double overtime Reese, and Yeager all hitting 16 apiece. ·
111-104. Gorman scored 31 points and guidCedarville lost the district title game at
ed C.C. back from an 11-point deficit with Grace College 85-70 in a contest that was a
10 minutes left in regulation as he tied the five-point difference with 2% minutes left.
game with 15 seconds remaining to send it Gorman had 34 points in his final college
into O.T.
game.
The Jackets had several leads in the over~
Gorman was named to the All-NAIA Distimes but could not hang on. Findlay went tricct 22 and All-Mid-Ohio Conference first
on to win the district title.
teams. He earned back-to-back MOC "Play"We ran out of gas and we didn't take er of the Week" honors during the year and
good control of the ball," explained Callan was once named the NAIA District 22 ''Playafterwards. "We lost some people to fouls er of the Week."
trying to catch up and that hurt too. The
"I would have to say that George is one
guys played a great game in defeat."
of the best guards I have ever had in my 26
Two nights later, Cedarville was back on years at Cedarville," said Callan after
the hardwood hosting Marion College in an . watching Gorman score 35 points and hand
NCCAA District III playoff contest. The out 10 assists in the win at Rio Grande: "His
Jackets completely humiliated the visitors aggressive penetration skills make him
in posting an Athletic Center sconng record,
(Continued on page 6)
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Finish 11-13

Lady Jacke ts gel as NCCAA· runner -up
The 1985-86 Cedarville College women's
basketball season seemed more like an endurance test for first-year coach Bob Fires
at one point in mid-January. His Lady Jackets were struggling along at 2-9 after being
bopped by 31 points by NAIA nationallyranked Defiance. But the women finally
caught onto the new system winning nine of
their last 13 outings and finishing as the
surprising NCCAA national runner-up.
"It simply took some time for everyone
to learn their specific roles on the team,"
quoted Fires after the season. "Once they
did that, we played quite well as a unit on
both ends of the court. We are very pleased
with our record following the way our year
started off."
Cedarville hosted the NCCAA (National
Christian College Athletic Association) national women's basketball tournament for
the second year in a row on March 6-8. Eight
teams from around the country came to the
Athletic Center for three days of roundball.
No one was shocked to see the host Jackets seeded dead last and their first opponent
was number one Marion College, Ind. But
people began to take notice following Cedarville's convincing 59-48 victory over the Titans. The hosts led 34-24 at the half and even
inflated the bulge to as much as 18 points
with 10 minutes to play.
All-tournament performer Karen Headdings led the way with 17 points. Chris Friesen poured in 16 while Jewel Schroder added
13 points. The Jackets shot 47 percent from
the floor and they held Marion to a frigid 30
percent.
Cedarville received a tougher assignment
the next night against defending champion
Lee College, TeM The Lady Jackets erased
an eight-point deficit with nine minutes left
and held on for a 69-68 victory.
Headdings had 20 points and 11 rebounds,
Michelle Freeman added 12 points,
Schroder 11, and Friesen had 10. The Jackets shot a season-high 62 percent from the
field in the upset.
The women met their match in the championship tilt losing to Evangel College, Mo.
80-68. The Crusaders raced out to a 45-22
lead at the half and never looked back.
"We were a little too nervous for the final," explained Fires. "Our gals had never
been in that big of a game before and it took
them the entire first half to get going. We
can't complain though. No one expected us
to get that far."
Headdings scored 22 points and hauled in
15 rebounds against Evangel. Schroder had
16 points and Friesen contributed 10.
This was a ball club that came a long, long
way. Following the mid-season blowout at
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JEWEL SCHRODER looks for some room between three Marion
defenders in the NCCAA Nationals.

CEDARVILLE'S Karen Headdings moves the ball up court against Marion in NCCAA
national tournament play.

Defiance, the women won· four in a row
which culminated in a 55-51 win at Mt. Vernon Nazarene. MVNC had previously beat. en.Cedarville twice and the Cougars were
ranked third in the NCCAA.
Cedarville nearly pulled off the ultimate
upset when they hosted Defiance, which
carµe to.town 22-0 and r,anked 5th in: tbe
NAIA .. The Lady Jackets had a tJµ-~e-point
lead with but 13 seconds to go only to lose
at-the
buzzer
60-59..
(
.
, . ,
The women wound up with a 6-6 mark in
the Western Buckeye Collegiate Conference
which placed them fourth in the seven-team
league. Cedarville was 0-10 in the WBCC a
year ago.

Real Concerns ·

sist that academic standards be established and maintained. The new NCAA
academic requirements for incoming
freshmen is a good first step. When high
school athletes are permitted to participate with low grades, or college athletes
are given passing grades in order to remain eligible, we send a message to
those athletes that they are more important than other students, and that education itself is secondary to athletics.

In recent weeks and months, many things
have been surfacing which raise serious
questions about the current state of intercollegiate' athletics in this country. I refer
Headdings was rightly named the team's to several events which when looked at in
"Most Valuable Player." The 5-8 senior total make it apparent that some interfrom Halifax, Penn. averaged 15.8 points collegiate athletic programs are not achievand 10.2 rebounds per game. She shot 50.2 ing what most coaches and educators
percent from. the field and 60.3 from the believe to be the real purposes for which
line.
such programs were created.
2. Coaches can and should insist that athSchroder, a senior, hit for 12.1 points a
letes make "substantial" progress
contest while the freshman Friesen was
Specific Problems
toward the completion of the course ofgood for 10.7 points per outing. _
study and degree. There are legitimate
Let me cite some specifics. This season
reasons for not graduating, but the seriin one Big-Ten school the coach resigned
1985-86 WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
ous minded collegiate coach must insist
and some players were dismissed from the
RESULTS
on
his athletes finishing college and movteam
on
the
heels
of
a
raping
incident.
Just
Cedarville 55
68 Transylvania
ing to productive roles in our society. A
this
past
week,
a
Big-Ten
assistant
coach
is
Cedarville 50
63 Ohio Dominican
very small percentage of college and
alleged to have been involved in a shop liftCedarville 37
85 Mt. St. Joseph
university athletes will find a career in
ing
incident
and
was
removed
from
coachCedarville 78
50 Hanover
professional sports.
ing responsibilities by the university's
Cedarville 48
63 Mt. Vernon
athletic
director.
Academic
performance
At Cedarville College we attempt to
Nazarene
concerns are illustrated by some colleges
make it clear to our athletes that athletCedarville 60
65 Mt. Vernon
and universities who have gained notoriety
ic participation must be viewed as suborNazarene
for having very poor graduation rates for
dinate to the completion of their college
Cedarville 79
73 Thomas More
their athletes. A grade's scandal came to
work. We want our athletes to be the acaCedarville 50
65 Dyke
light in a prestigious southern university
demic leaders not disallusioned former
Cedarville 54
85 Findlay
that raised many eyebrows. The involveathletes.
Cedarville 61
74 Bluffton
ment by some athletes in drug use has some
Cedarville 39
70 Defiance
coaches determined to use drug testing at . 3· Finally, coaches need to be positive exCedarville 55
41 Urbana
amples and role models of proper motithe college and university level.
Cedarville 56
49 Tiffin
vations and lifestyles. Often coaches take
Cedarville 67
56 Wilmington
Certainly these examples should not be
the approach of "don't do as I do" but
Cedarville 55
51 Mt. Vernon
cause for a blanket condemnation nor in"do as I say." That approach, unforNazarene
dictment that everything intercollegiate
tunately, is not. very successful. As
Cedarville 61
62 Bluffton
athletics is bad; But the growing number of
coaches, we often teach more by deed
Cedarville 48
54 Findlay
such happenings points up the need for
than we do by word: What we are speaks
Cedarville 51 OT 49 Urbana
coaches and athletic directors. to do what
so loud that our athletes can't hear what
Cedarville 59
60 Defiance
can be done to stem the tide.
we say.
Cedarville 72
60 Wilmington
We mustmake sure of our direction and
Cedarville 67
63 Tiffin
·
Potential Solutions
motives, then as the Apostle Paul statNCCAANATIONALTOURNAMENT
ed in Philippians 4:9; we should tell our
What can be done tohalt these potentialCedarville 59
48 Marion
athletes that "whatever you have
ly disastrous trends~
Cedarville 69
68 Lee
learned or received or heard from me,
Cedarville 68
80 Evangel
1. High School and college coaches can inor seen in me - put into practice."

in
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Dow den, Link repea t as NCC AA cham pions
Todd Dowden and Chris Link, two of the
best young wrestlers that Cedarville College
has ever had, repeated as national champions in the National Christian College Athletic Association meet on March lat Olivet
Nazarene College, Ill. Dowden won the
118-pound class while Link captured the
142-pound division. Both athletes are
sophomores.
Cedarville placed fourth overall in the
nine-team event. Maranatha won it with 61
points followed by Biola 60, Northwestern
56%, Cedarville 45, Olivet Nazarene 43314,
Pillsbury 26, Baptist Bible 22, Marion 61/2,
and Oklahoma Baptist 3.
The Yellow Jackets had three wrestlers
place third in their respective weight classes. Rob English (134), Evan English (150),
and Kelly Moore 058) formed that trio. Rob
English joined Dowden and Link on the AllAmerica team as an at-large choice by the
coaches.
"We are pleased with our performance ,"
said Cedarville Coach Ron Comfort whose
team placed third in '85. "Todd and Chris
looked very strong as expected. The other
guys also wrestled well and the national
meet experience should pay off in the future
for them."
Dowden, a native of Austin, Minn., and
Link, who is from Transfer, Penn., were the
team leaders for the 4-9 Yellow Jackets all
season long. Link posted a fine 23-6 record
and won two out of four matches at the
NAIA Nationals. Dowden was 22-7 and was
also an NAIA participant.
"Todd and Chris had great seasons,"
Comfort remarked. "I think they have the
potential to place in the top five or six at the
NAIA, but it will take more hard work."
Link, Dowden, and Moore were the first
wrestlers since 1979 to represent Cedarville
College at the NAIA Nationals. Link was
seeded 10th at 14ipouiids:and:0peried with a pin at 3: 58 over John Nichols of Biola, the
same opponent he beat for the NCCAA title.

He then dropped a tough 18~15 decision to
seventh-seeded Steve Giadone of Southern
Colorado.
Chris won a high-scoring 23-21 decision
over Alan Snodgrass of Kearney State, Neb.
He then lost by a 20-4 technical fall to eventual runner-up Jeff Dravis of MinnesotaDuluth.
Dowden and Moore both lost their two
matches. Dowden had the misfortune of facing the number two and number five seeds
back-to-back.
"I think they did really well at the NAIA,"
said Comfort. "They wrestled the best they
could against some outstanding competition."
The Yellow Jackets were more than just
a two or three-man team this season.
Heavyweight Jim Eutsey put together a
winning record at 10-9 as did Rob English
at 7-6. Moore was 12-15 and Dave Wuestner
(177) was 9-11.
- Comfort wrapped up 1985-86 by saying,
"For the most part, the team did progress
as expected, but I was hoping for a few more
wins. However, when you have to forfeit a
few weight classes and injuries creep up
that hurts the team.
"Dan Hale, Ron Hayes, Dave Rose, and
Neil Lines all showed good improvement
even though they had little for no wrestling
experience.
"I believe the program is on the rise. We
have a couple of wrestlers making a name
for themselves and when people get wind of
that they start looking at the program."
1985-86 WRESTLING RESULTS
Cedarville 13
36- :WilmingtonCedarville 4
49· Dayton
.
OHIO NORTHERN TOURNAMENT
6th out of 8
Cedarville 8
.45 ~yton
Cedarville 42
JS::~ Urbana
•
Cedarville 21
33~ -Ga~.:wes'terrf
Cedarville 19
29 Malone

TODD DOWDEN (top) works ogainst a University of Dayton opponent. The Yellow Jacket
sophomore eventualiy won the l l 8-pound match.
.:

Cedarville 17
31 Wilmington
FINDLAY TOURNAMENT
5th out of 7
Cedarville 43
14 Urbana
Cedarville 30
29 Wilmington
Cedarville 15
36 Wittenberg

So_ftball team .maki ng strid es

Only four players are back from last
spring's women's softball team that poi,ted
a 15-9 record in the school's first year offastpitch. That means that nine of the 13 players on this year's roster are either freshmen
or sophomores. Interim coach Mark
Mathews is counting on the veterans to take
the leadership roles for a ball club that does
not possess a lot of collegiate experience.
Three of the four returning players batted over .300 a year ago. All-Western Buckeye Collegiate Conference outfielder Angela
Cremeans had a team-leading batting average of .380 as a sophomore. Her four home
BY ROD WYSE
coaches and athletes when we get this kind runs and 27 runs batted in were also tops on
of support," commented Dr. Don Callan, the club.
With the official end of the annual Yellow chairman of the Yellow Jacket Club comShortstop Sue Baldis, a senior, hit at a .305
Jacket Club membership year being March mittee.
clip while leading the team in walks (38),
31, a new record was realized.
Over 100 Yellow Jacket Club members stolen bases (14), and on-base percentage
A total of 205 individuals pushed the an- were in attendance at the annual club party (.619). Sophomore outfielder Kim Fordyce
nual membership to a record high in 1985-86. night on February 8 in the Student Center batted .304 and struck out only one time
the
The members included many of the faith- prior to the Cedarville-Malone basketball entire season.·
· · ·
·
·
ful who have supported the athletic program game. A slide presentation prepared by
The other returnee is first baseman Anover the years, as well as first-time mem- Mark Womack and school photographer Al- gie Wilcox. While she did not have
a very
bers who have recently become interested len Ris covering Cedarville College athlet- good year at the plate, the junior
did pace
in a growing Yellow Jacket athletic ic highlights from the past year was shown. the team with a .975 fielding percentage
by
program.
Coaches Bob Fires and Don Callan spoke committing just four errors in 157 chances.
"We want to say thanks to many who have on behalf of the women's and men's
The most immediate need for the 1986
been faithful members in the past and to the basketball programs. Those present squad will be in the pitching department.
many new fans who have joined with us. It enjoyed a delicious roast beef-fruit cup Lost to graduation was last
year's MVP,
is a great encourageme nt to all of our buffet.
pitcher Julie Erdmann. She pitched in every single contest and even hurled a noSTING PROSPECTI VE ATHLETE FORM*
hitter at Marietta.
"It is no secret that the key to this season,
and
really to most any fast-pitch softball
Name------- -------------- -------------- -------------- · Telephone_ . ---------------team,
is pitching," Mathews said. "I am
Address
pitching some gals that, until this year, had
Street, Box #, Rural Route
·
never thrown in college before. We have
some very capable hitters, but defensively
City--------- ------:----·--- -------------- ---------- State------ . Zip-------- ---we have not done well in the early going. We
Height -------- · Weight _- . · __ - Age · ----------are going to have to improve our fielding."
· YearofH.S·.
The line-up that Mathews has used for
Sex _............ Sports
Letter
In - . . ... . ..
· .........................
· .
·
·
.
Graduation
most
of the time this year has had junior
.
.
.,.
........
--Julie
Butler
at third base, Baldis at short,
Special Athletic Aw'.3-rds o~ Recognition ___ ·-----:----- .____ ._ . _ ·_____ .. -------------freshman Joy Hamilton at second, and WilAddress of Hjgh School ___ . ._ __ _ ------------: ___ · ----- . __ · . --------- _ · ______ _
cox at first. The outfield has consisted of
Cremeans, freshman Rebecca Clifford, and
*If you are a prospective athlete-or writing on behalf of a'possible prospect, please ..
freshman Melanie Clark, plus Fordyce has
complete the data above as accurately as possible.
· ·
·
·
been out there when she is not used as a
MAIL TO: Dr.. DonCallan,A thletic Director
designated
hitter. Freshman Renee Brown
Cedarville CoUe_ge
has handled the catching duties.
P.O. Box601
Three separate pitchers have seen action
Cedarville, OH45314
this spring. Clifford, sophomore Kristi Culp,

Yell ow Jack et Club
mem bersh ip hits new high

~

----· --- -------

___ ______

Cedarville 15
30 Indiana Central
Cedarville 48
12 Urbana
Cedarville 6
48 Wright State
NAIA DISTRICT 22 -- 5th out of 6
NCCAA NATIONALS -- 4th out of 9
NAIA NATIONALS -- 48th out of 57.

and sophomore Jenny Haupt have all gotten the call. Culp won two of her first three
decisions while Clifford was·I-0 and Haupt
0-2 ..
The very first contest of the spring was
a pitcher's nightmare. Cedarville outlasted
Bluffton 23-17 with the help of an amazing
23 walks. The Lady Jackets enjoyed an
11-run first inning and had 10 hits in the
game to go along with six Bluffton errors.
Clifford was three for three at the plate with
four runs scored and Baldis went two for
three with four runs. Cremeans was two for
three with three runs scored and three rbi's
as everyone boosted their statistics right off
the bat.
Cedarville was silenced in the nightcap at
Bluffton, losing 17-6. The Jackets managed
only two hits.
"Our pitching was down in those first two
outings," explained Mathews in reference
to the 16 walks and 24 hits his hurlers allowed at Bluffton. "Our fielding was weak
too because we committed a total of 12
errors."
The women had a good showing in their
home opener against Ohio Dominican
despite another doubleheader split. The visitors won the first game 7-4 and the Jackets took the second 5-4.
Mathews was pleased with the performance saying, "We played very well
against O.D. We had two good offensive
games and the pitchers did much better."
Cedarville pulled off two successful suicide squeeze plays in the twinbill and·
Clifford threw two people out
the plate
from the outfield. Baldis drove in four runs
with a grand slam home run in the victory
while Cremeans was two for three with a
run scored.

at

The Jackets then split another pair of
games at Urbana. Cedarville won the first
game 5-4, but then dropped the second contest 8-6 in a game that we called because of
darkness during a Lady Jacket rally.
Cedarville was one of orily four teams to
qualify for last year's NAIA District 22
playoffs. The fielding and pitching will need·
to come around for the Jackets to make a
return visit because the hitting is going to
be there.

?AGE4

Baseball team seeks return trip to district
BY JEFF GILBERT
The Cedarville College baseball teanJ.
has high expectations for a successful
season and all of the necessary ingredients
are there. Just about everyone returns
~rom last year's 18-11 ball club and .this
,:eanJ. has greater depth.
The Yellow Jackets have 37 ganJ.es on
the schedule and Coach Dan Coomes feels
:hat 22 to 25 wins will put the squad into the
:'{AIA District 22 tournanJ.ent again.
Coomes says, "We have shown great
.mprovement on paper, but what we do on
;:he field remains to be seen."
According to Coomes, the key to this
3eason is pitching. The top returnee is
All-Mid-Ohio Conference and All-District
Z2 sele_ction Tom Pratt. The junior led the
:earn in victories last season with a 7-2
ecord and posted a 3.63 earned run
average.
Sophomore Dan Erlandson had a 3-1
~ecord last year while ranking fifth in the
~AIA with a 1.80 ERA. Senior Chris Walter
also returns after a 6-4 record in '85 to go
along with a teanJ.-leading 51 strikeouts.
Defense should not be a problem .this
spring. Cedarville finished sixth in .the

NAIA in teanJ. fielding percentage at .954
last season.
Coomes also feels that .the team will
definitely improve on last season's .263
teanJ. batting average. Senior second
baseman Steve Cremean, an All-Mid-Ohio
Conference pick last year, led the teanJ. in
hitting with a .325 batting average. Other
.300 hitters last year were infielder Norm
Cox ( .306) and catcher Finny Rajchel
(.303) who was the teanJ. MVP and was
picked as this year's captain.
Coomes is very pleased with the team
concept he sees, but he says, "We're not
where we were at the end of last season,
but you can't expectthat yet. The players
get along well and with good competition
for positions, we will have strong teanJ.
unity."
The team travelled to Florida over
spring break. They participated in an
eight-ganJ.e, round-robin tournament in
Cocoa ·Beach with seven other schools.
CanJ.pbellsville, Ky., a perennial top 20
NAIA teanJ., and Trevecca Nazarene,
Tenn. were two of .the top teanJ.s in the
tournanJ.ent. The Jackets lost to both of
those schools by 3-0 and 2-1 scores,
respectively. Cedarville left Florida with a

JUNIOR DANNY Olinger is expected to be a key contributor to the Cedarville College baseball program in '86.

3-5 record after beating Oklahoma Baptist
(9-2), Judson (14-4), and Rio Grande
(1~).

Since returning to Ohio, Cedarville
knocked off. ,(}apital· University 10-6 in a
single ganJ.e. The Jackets then split
doubleheaders with Defiance, Wilmington,
and Rio Grande to stand at 7-8 on the young
season.
.. ·
.
_ It sh<:>uld b.e #. c:los~ ra'ieJq_r the M_OC
championship this spring. Coomes· said,
"No one will run away with the conference
title this season like
,· Ohio Deminican did

last year. Four or five teams will be in the
race." Those five teams that are expected
to contend are Cedarville, Ohio Dominican, Mt. Vernon NK~arene, Malone, and
Rio Grande.
.
__
Highlighting.this season's schedule is an
April 21 ganJ.e at Wittenberg University. It
will be a 7 o'clock night ganJ.e at Municipal
Stadium in Springfield.
The NAIA District.22 tournanJ.ent will
be be May 7~10 and will take place at the
top-seeded school. Cedarville was runnerup to Ohio Dominican in last year's district
tourney.

Unity, enthusiasm to help
women 's tennis improve
BY MIKE CAMPBELL

1

The 1986 women's tennis canJ.paign is
just around the corner and Coach PanJ.
Diehl can't wait. Last year, the Lady
Jackets were 4-6 in dual matches and lost
three of those matches by 5-4 scores. Just
one match would have turned a sub-.500
season into a very upbeat year. Working
hard to do that is at the top of the Lady
Jacket's agenda.
Coach Diehl took 12 players to Florida
for spring break to increase the
competition and help the squad improve.
The women are determined to improve on
last year's mark and have taken steps
during the winter quarter to do it.
Practicing indoors about two times a week
in Dayton has helped sharpen skills. and
mental toughness. The team has also been
involved in a weekly Bible study that has
been a great benefit. "The Bible study is
led by Eleanor Taylor," states Diehl, "and
has encouraged enthusiasm and a sense of
teanJ. unity."
Diehl feels that teanJ. unity is a premium
asset and thinks that could help the netters
overcome obstacles. "Last year we didn't
improve throughout the year as I'd
hoped," said Diehl, "and this year unity
and enthusiasm should clear that problem
up." Diehl also plans to stress work on
individual skills more than group drills
this season so that each team member will
develop as much as possible.
All this optimistic talk is legitimate

when one takes a look at the player roster.
The Lady Jackets lose only two seniors
from last year. Three of the top six seeds
return including Roge' Lash, last year's
top-ranked frosh. Lee Austin, who had a
14-3 record in '85, is also expected to
contribute heavily. Dawn Reehl is a good
prospect also.
Four newcomers are being counted on
by Diehl for help. Amy Decook and Jenny
Ward are followed closely by Becky
Tucker and Becky Reiter. All four are
freshmen and have good futures.
"Competition for spots should be serious
and, to me, the trip to Florida to set
rankings was fascinating," said Diehl.
The women play in the Western Buckeye
Collegiate Conference and are involved in
NAIA District 22 action. The teanJ. has set
goals to win both the conference and the
district. While these are lofty goals, Diehl
feels that they are "very reasonable and
are attainable." The stiffest competition is
expected to come from Walsh and Malone
while Bluffton; - _who: won last year's
conference crown, is expected to be down
due to graduation losses.
The Lady_Ja<*ets }Vere u.npressive in a
season~opening : 9-ff win at MiamiMiddletown
April 2. Lash, Decook,
Happe, Reehl, - Debbie Yacynych, and
Tucker all won their singles matches in
straight sets. The three doubles pairings of
Laura Wuestner-DeCook, Lash-Reehl, and
Happe-Tucker also won in straight sets.

ori ·

0
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Depth missing on men's track squad
Cedarville's men's track program has
specialized in well-rounded depth in recent
years. That depth carried .the Yellow
Jackets to NCCAA national titles in 1983
and 1984 to go along with a runner-up finish
last spring. However, Coach Elvin King
expects to be lean in some events during
this, his 17th year as th~ school's head
track and field coach.
· ·
King summarized his early season
outlook when he said, "In my estimation,
we are going to be a little weaker when it
comes to depth. We have some strong
individuals back, but we also lost some
talented athletes. We'll have to wait and
see how everyone progresses."
King pointed to six veterans whom he
believes will need to carry the weight of
the 1986 team. The list includes distance
runners Rob Moore and Tom Hill, hurdler
Tim Walters, pole vaulter Eric Shrum,
plus Phil Hulbert and Scott Hannay who
compete in the weights.
Moore was an NAIA All-American in the
1500 meters in '85 and he is a two-time
NCCAA All-American. Last year, he won
both the 800 and 1500 meter runs at the
NCCAA meet and placed fourth in the 1500
at the NAIA Nationals. Rob is also a
former NAIA Indoor All-American in the
mile.
Hill, who earned NAIA Indoor
All-America status in February in the
2-mile, is a former NCCAA champ in both
the 5,000 and 10,000 meters. Hulbert is
another former NCCAA winner in the
discus.
Hannay set a school record in winning
the javelin at the NCCAA Nationals. last
spring. The 33-year old . Walters was
victorious in the 110 meter high hurdles in
the same meet. He also had a great
showing at the NAIA Nationals where he
lowered the school record to 14.7 seconds.
Shrum has placed fa the
vauit in both
of his NCCAA appearances.
·
·
Four other distance runners hav:e
contributed greatly in the past and are
being counted on to do the same in '86.
That quartet consists of Scott Brooker,
Steve Cox, Chris Hoefler, and Rusty King.
A wealth of newcomers will hopefully
provide the program with enough
firepower to compete admirably in the big
meets.

pole

POLE VAULTER Eric Shrum has already gone 14-feet 6-inches this spring and could go even higher. (Photo
Womack)
-

The Yellow Jackets relinquished their
two-year reign at the Marietta Relays on
March 29. Cedarville placed fourth in the
six-team field.
The highlight of .the weekend for the
Jackets came when Hulbert crushed his
. o~ school' record in tlie shot put. His
heave of 51-feet 101/2-inches broke the old
mark by more than. hyo feet. which he had
set earlier in lhe week in the Cedarville
Invitational (a non-scoring meet).
Cedarville won four relay events at
Marietta. The foursome of Hoefler,
Brooker, King, and Moore had two of those
victories. They won the 3200 meter relay in
8:35.0 as well as the distance medley by
covering the 21/2 miles in 11:08.4.

For the latest in Yellow
Jacket sports information, join Mark
Womack for the Yellow
Jacket Sports Update.
·Daily, Monday through
Friday, Womack reports
the latest in Cedarville
sp(?rts action, as well

as interviewin g athletes
and coaches.

Yellow

Jacket Sports Update
airs on WCDR-FM, 90
at 7:10, 8:10 a.m.

and 12: 10, 5 :20p.m.

d~.~crcd
~H..md of pc.atcc

The trio of Hannay (171'8"), Mike
Roberts (166'), and Matt Grider (150') won
the javelin competition with a total
distance of 487-feet 8-inches.
Shrum and Jon Walborn combined for a
victory in the pole vault at 22-feet with
Shrum going 13-feet: His best effort this
spring came in the Cedarville Invitational

by Mark

when he soared 14-feet 6-inches.
Moore was a winner in the 5000 meter
run at Marietta in a time of 15:50.0.
The NCCAA Nationals will be on May 2-3
)at Marion College, Ind. The NAIA District
22 meet will come to Cedarville on
Saturday, May 10 with a starting time of 10
a.m.

Young netters plan to
contin ue tennis tradition
BY MIKE CAMPBELL
Coach Murray Murdoch begins his 21st
season of coaching men's tennis at
Cedarville College this spring and, far
from being bored, he is fired up about this
year's team. "We are very young this year
in terms of experience · but we have
potential to have a fine season," stated ·
Murdoch. For example, M.urdoch points to
the fact that· this year's· squad will have
only one senior and that only four of the
projected top eight players have collegiate
experience.
Murdoch chooses to stress the positives
instead of being discouraged by a lack of
experience. "As a team, our quickness is
much better than last year's and our depth
should also be improved," said Murdoch.
Those facts could spell trouble for Jacket
opponents.
Last year's team continued the amazing
domination of Mid-Ohio Conference and
NAIA District 22 competition that
Cedarville's men's tennis has enjoyed. The
Jackets won their 14th consecutive
MOC championship last year and followed
that up by triumphing in their bid for a 14th
consecutive NAIA District 22 championship.
Murdoch lost three key contributors
from last year's squad, including
all-conference, all-district and NAIA
Academic All-America, Gary Coiro.
Murdoch expects to make up for these
losses with a good blend of returning
players and talented freshmen. Returnees expected to play key roles
include senior Thurman Payton, who
played number three singles a year ago,
and Frank Terkelsen who has been

selected · captain of this year's squad.
other returnees expected to contribute
are Greg Frank and Bob Gresh, who
played on the junior varsity last· season.
Several newcomers have Murdoch
smiling and four of these should see
varsity action. Battling for top spots will
be Shawn Adair and Dan Jones. Also being
counted on for help are Russ McNamara
and Jay Inman. ·
The squad worked out during winter
quarter, practicing two to three times a
week at the Dayton Indoor Tennis Club.
The trip to Florida over spring break
helped the team prepare for the year as
they drilled, conditioned and played for
positions.
When asked to mention some of the
specific things the team will work on this
year, Murdoch answered, "We always
stress the basics. This means being in
control of yourself and the ball, working
for consistency and depth on your shots
and, finally, hitting with power."
Murdoch is looking forward to fresh
challenges as his team tries to make it 15
MOC and NAIA District 22 championships
in a row. "To me, the best part of coaching
is working with the young men," stated
Murdoch. "And the experience and youth
of this year's team makes me excited to
work with them and see what we can
accomplish."
The Jackets began the spring with a 6-3
victory at home over Wright State
University. Cedarville won five of the six
singles matches and they were all in
straight sets. Payton, Adair, Frank, Jones,
and McNamara were the victors.· Payton
and Adair was the only doubles team to
win.
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22-10 roge-(Continued from page 1)
hard to handle because he can both score
and pass off when he has to. He made the
difference this season."
During the five-game stretch irr which
Gorman was achieving the player of the
week accolades, he led the Jackets to wins
over Malone, Denison, M.t. Vernon Nazarene, Ohio Dominican, and Rio Grande.
George scored 18, 25, 32, 29, and 35 points
in succession while averaging nearly 10 assists per game.
Gorman shot 54.2 percent from the field
and hit 139 of 177 free throws for 78.5 percent on the year. The season away from collegiate basketball obviously helped him.
"I needed a year to mature, plus I didn't
think I would play that much last year,"
commented Gorman. "I needed a fifth year
of school anyway and I did not want to
graduate knowing I had another year of
eligibility left. That is why I came back."
Reese and Freeman were depended upon
greatly for their outstanding perimete r
shooting and both turned in some timely outings. Simerly matured greatly in the middle and develope d into an adequate
rebounde r and shot blocker. Simerly
grabbed a career-high 19 boards at Ohio
Dominican. Walter owned the season-high
for the team when he hauled in 22 at home
against Urbana.
Callan loses five players to graduation in
Gorman, Walter, Fairhurst (6.5 ppg),
Campbell (5.9), and Terpstra (1.6). The
most immediat e need once again next season will be at point guard even though some
experienced players in other areas will
return. But for now, all of the Yellow Jacket faithful will savor a great season thatwas
unexpectedly better than all of their
predictions.

........

GEORGE GORMAN (right) earned plenty of respect from Cedarville
opponents this winter.

""','

CHRIS WALTER was one o.fthe Jackets' mainstays on the front line.

1985-86 MEN'S·BASKETBALL RESULTS
Cedarville 98
, 49 Misericordia
Cedarville 103
Cedarville 93
73 Olivet Nazarene
Cedarville 111
76 Franklin
, Cedarville 79
Cedarville 73
88 Malone
Cedarville 72
Cedarville 81
69 Ohio Dominican
Cedarville 64
Cedarville 94 20T 100 Indiana Tech
Cedarville 78 OT
Cedarville 100
63 Franklin
Cedarville 93
Cedarville 67 OT 63 Ohio Wesleyan
Cedarville 85
Cedarville 86
76 Wilmington
Cedarville 78
Cedarville 82
81 Edward Waters

..

73 Palm Beach
Atlantic
71 N.ov:a
99 Tampa
93 Tiffin
77 Urbana
91 Malone
77 Denison
76 Mt. Vernon
Nazarene

Cedarville
Cedarville
Cedarville
Cedarville
Cedarville
Cedarville
Cedarville

101
93
69
79
85
87
73

Cedarville 76
Cedarville 74

89 Ohio Dominican
85 Rio Grande
72 Walsh
83 Tiffin
76 Urbana
81 Malone
61 Mt. Vernon
Nazarene
73 Ohio Dominican
75 Rio Grande

Cedarville 69

70 Walsh

NAIA DISTRICT 22 PLAYOFFS
Cedarville 92
90 Rio Grande
Cedarville 104 20T 111 Findlay
NCCAA DISTRICT Ill PLL\ YOFFS
Cedarville 124
91 Marion
Cedarville 70
85 Grace

Wo men 's trac k anti cipa tes suc cess
The spring of 1985 was a memorab le one spring.''
for the Yellow Jacket women's track and
Brooker and Mahr, along with Beth
field squad. Coach John McGillivray's McGilliv ray, were all NCCAA Allgroup won its first national championship Americans at the national event. Brooker
in the National Christian College Athletic won the 800, 1500, and 3000 meter runs and
Association, plus it copped the Western later earned the Wheeler Award as the outBuckeye Collegiate Conference crown for standing Christian female track "Athlete of
the second straight year. Most of the ath- the Year." Mahr won the 400 meter dash
letes from that unit return this year giving and McGillivray took the high jump.
the women a promising outlook.
Some of the other veteran athletes return"It is too hard to make any comparisons ing to the squad include distance runners
between this team and the one that was the Sue Vaughan, Deb Pate, Becky Averill, and
NCCAA champion last year," said McGil- Gretchen Mountz; sprinters Jody Eckert,
Iivray. "However, nearly everyone that Kris Parman, and Cathy Watson; and hurscored in the national meet is expected to dlers Cindy Collier and Wendy Grady.
be back so we do anticiapte a pretty good
"We do not have very much depth in the
year."
field events," McGillivray stated. "Our runCedarville is exceptionally strong in the ners are going to have to carry us."
middle and long distances. Jane Romig
Mahr was named the "Outstanding FeBrooker and Esther Mahr were both NAIA male Performe r" on March 29 after lead
All-Americans in the 800 meters a year ago ing Cedarville to its third straight title at the
and both are priming for a repeat per- Marietta Relays. She~as part of three winformance.
ning relay teams including the 3200 meter
"Esther is as healthy as she has ever relay unit that established a new meet
been," declared McGillivray. "She has al- record. Jennifer Stevens, Averill, Brooker,
ways had injury problems in the past dur- and Mahr covered the distance in 10: 50.
7.
ing the indoor season so this year she took
The 1600 meter relay quartet of Mountz,
the winter off.
Watson, Mahr, and Brooker won in 4:38.9,
"Jane already has gotten off to a good and the sprint medley team of McGillivray,
start winning the 1000 yard run at the NAIA Watson, Brooker, and Mahr also won in
national indoor meet and was named the 5:01.8.
outstanding femaile performer. Both of these
·Cedarville had two individual winners.
young women are expected to make them- Pate won the 5000 meters in 20:52.5
and
selves known on the national level again this McGillivray's time of 18.0 seconds captured

the 100 meter hurdles.
"The times are noticably slow here in the
early going," explained McGillivray. "We
have our attention focused on early May
when the NAIA and NCCAA meets come up.
We hope to be ready by then."

Cedarville College is the host .for this
year's NAIA District 22 meet. It will be
staged on Saturday, May 10, with a starting
time of 10 a.m. The NCCAA Nationals will
once again be at Marion College, Ind. on
May 2-3.

0

(From left) Jane Romig Brooker, Esther Mahr, and Beth McGillivra y return ~s NCCAA
track
and field All-Americans.
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The 1985 soccer season for Cedarville
College ended a long time ago, but the
individual honors almost seem to never
stop. Since the last issue of this
publication, two Yellow Jacket seniors
that were the leaders of last fall's 15-6-1
club that finished as the NCCAA runner-up
were recognized on several All-America
teams.

school to· have two players selected was
Wright State University.
Anyone that had the privilege of
watching the Cedarville College soccer
team last fall had the opportunity to watch
some of the best players that the school
has ever had. Some of those team
members will join the college's Hall of
Fame in about five years for their
fantastic efforts.

CEDARVILLE BASKETBALL coach Don Callan (left) stands along side the school's only
2,000-point scorers in men's hoop history: Al Knott and Eric Mounts.

# # # # #

Cedarville College has made its mark in
the National Christian College Athletic
Association over the past 12 months. That.
time period has seen Yellow Jacket teams
compete in no less than six national
championship games or events. C.C. has
earned three national championships and
three runner-up finishes since last April.
The Yellow Jackets have captured
NCCAA national titles in women's track,
women's cross country, and men's cross
country. They have been the runner-up in
men's track, women's basketball, and
soccer.
Cedarville College has been represented
at 14 national events in either the NAIA or
NCCAA over the past year. That· is a real
tribute to the ·school's athletic program
and coaching staff.
# # # # #
TOM FITE - NAIA l st team soccer AllAmerican.

Tom Fite was one of only 11 players, and
one of just three midfielders, named to the
NAIA All-America first team. He is the
first Cedarville College soccer player to
ever be selected to that particular unit.
"We have had players picked by the
NAIA when the organization used to put
together just one All-America squad," said
McGillivray. "But since they have been
picking three teams plus honorable
mention, Tom is the only player we've
landed on the first team. It is a great honor
for him."
Fite, who had earlier made the NCCAA
All-America first team for the second
straight year, led Cedarville in scoring
again this season with 19 goals and 8
assists for 46 points.
Noel Hack was an NAIA honorable
mention selection, but he was also named
to the NAIA Academic All-America unit
for the second consecutive year. Noel
carries a 3.84 grade point average as a
Pre-Seminary Bible major. Twenty-two
players from across the country were
named to the team.
The National Soccer Coaches Association of America (NSCAA) picks
All-America teams in all three divisions of
the NCAA plus the NAIA. Fite was named
to the NSCAA first team while Hack
secured a spot on the second team.
Both Fite and Hack made the NSCAA· ·
All-Mideast NAIA first team as well. Dan
Hawk was a second-team selection.
The NSCAA also selects an All-Ohio
soccer team which includes all of the
major colleges and universities throughout the state. Cedarville was one of only
two schools to have two players picked to
the first team. It is no surprise that Fite
and Hack were the two. The only other

Please underscore the word "Ohio"
when it comes to the All-Mid-Ohio
Conference men's basketball team for
1985-86. Nine of the ten players named to
the first or second teams hail from the
Buckeye state. The only one not
recognized as being local was the Jackets'
George Gorman, a native of San Juan,
Puerto Rico.
Three of the 12 honorable mention picks
are also not from Ohio and Cedarville lays
claim to two of those. Chris Reese if from
Saugus, Cal. and Mike Freeman is from
Charleston, W.Va.
It was definitely not the year of the big
man in the MOC. Nine of the ten players
selected to either the first or second teams
are all guards! The tallest player of the ten
is 6-feet 4-inches tall. What ever happened
to two guards, two forwards and a center?
How about this line-up for the All-MOC
basketball team? Mike Lillo (6'1") of
Malone and Cedarville's George Gorman
(5'10") at guard, Joe Verhoff (6'4") of Rio
Grande and Walsh's Steve Campbell
(6'4") at forward, and Malone's Bruce
Matthews (6'7" ) at center. You have to
have a center. Although Tiffin didn't have
one and the Dragons only posted a 24-9
record and they beat Cedarville twice this
season.

Chris Friesen resides in Redding, Cal.
# # # # #

Only two of Cedarville College men's
basketball players have ever scored more
than 2,000 points in a career and the two
were united at last fall's Hall of Fame
banquet. Eric Mounts (2,648) still ranks as

Golfers hit hard by graduation
)

BY JEFF GILBERT
Youth and inexperience will characterize this spring'$ golf team. After a
successful 1985 season, only two of the top
six golfers return to the squad this year.
Graduation took Tom Greve, Tom Ewing,
Bob Fires, and Dave Kalin away from
Coach Allen Monroe.
The top two returning players are
sophomore Mark Reed and senior Rich
Chasse. "I'd like to see .us improve as a
team," said Reed. "The toughest part will
be consistency because of the
inexperience."
Reed was Cedarville's number one
golfer last year with a 78 stroke average
per 18 holes and he hopes to improve that
number this year. Reed was the
tournament medalist last season at the
11-team Xavier Invitational with a round
of 75 as his team won the tourney with a
team average of 79.4.
Cedarville finished first at the NCCAA
District III tournament and Reed finished
second to teammate Tom Greve on the
first playoff hole after both players tied
with rounds of 77. It marked the fourth
time in the last five years that the Yellow
Jackets had won the District III title.
Cedarville then placed third in the NAIA
District 22 tournament behind Walsh and
Malone to wrap-up the season. Reed ended

his brilliant freshmen season by making
the six-man all-district team with rounds
of 78 and 75 in the district tournament.
Chasse, who was last year's number six
man, was team medalist with a round of 80
at the Bluffton Collegiate Invitational
when Cedarville placed third out of nine
teams.
The team travelled to Sarasota, Florida
over spring break to give everyone a
chance to work on their game and get
tuned up for the current golf season.
The team's first test of the season came
on March 27 at the Glenville State
Invitational in West Virginia. The linksters
· finished near the bottom of the 15-team
field with Reed carding an 80.
Cedarville placed sixth out of ten teams
at the Xavier Invitational on March 31.
Reed again paced the squad with a 77.
The Fifth Annual Cedarville College
Invitational was held on · April 4 at the
Locust Hills Golf Course. The Jackets
could do no better than ninth place out of 15
teams with Reed firing an 80. The golfers
are to play in four other invitationals,
among other matches, before tournament
time.
Cedarville will host the NCCAA District
III tournament at Locust Hills on May 6.
On May 9-10, the NAIA District 22
tournament will be held at the Apple
Valley Golf Club in Mount Vernon.
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. Perhaps the word "Buckeye" needs to
be underscored when it comes to the
All-Western Buckeye Collegiate Conference women's basketball team for 1985-86;
Nine of the ten players selected to either
the first or second teams come from Ohio.
Cedarville's Karen Headdings, a secondteam member, is from Halifax, Penn.
Three of the five honorable mention
picks are non-Ohioans, and two of those
played for the Lady Jackets. Jewel
Schroder is from Fergus Falls, Minn. and

the number two collegiate scorer in the
state of Ohio as well as Cedarville's
all-time leader. Al Knott is the other
Yellow Jacket to reach the same plateau
with 2,056 points.
One female has \~lipsed 2,000 points in
her Lady Jacket roundball career. Vickie
Butler poured in 2,103 markers in four
years.
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Cedarville College touches life of

Dr. Paul W. "Ski" Schanher, III is a
dentist in Springfield, Ohio (located- 12
miles north of Cedarville) whose life has
been impacted greatly by the athletic
program at Cedarville College.
Schanher has seen the inner workings of
athletics at both the major and small
college levels. But it was the atmosphere
at Cedarville that really caught his eye.
THE STING staff thought its readers
would be interested'in learning more about
the life and testimony of "Ski" Schanher in
the following interview:
STING: Dr. Schanl!er, where did you
grow up? What kind of family baekground
did you have?
·
SCHANHER: I was born in Chadeston,
West Virginia and _I have a younger
brother and sister; From Charleston our
family moved to North Carolina where my
father attended medical school at Duke
University.
. We then movedto Springfield in 1949. My
father is a general thoracic surgeon and in
Springfield at that point in time he was the
only physician in the city that could
perform that type of surgery.
My father retired from full-time
practice a little over a year ago. He works
part-time by doing some minor surgery
now.
STING: Was your father an inspiration
to you to get into the medic~l profession?
SCHANHER: Yes he was. He wanted me
to go into medicine. In fact, I had applied
to medical school and had full intentions of
going. But I worked for three summers at
Springfield Community Hospital helping
the pathologists do autopsies.That
experience made me cold-hearted towards
death. I realized that that particular job
was not for me.
I enjoyed working with my hands and I
had a lot of interest in the health-science
field. Dentistry seemed to be the logical
step.
STING: Where did you receive your
schooling?
SCHANHER: I attended Springfield
North High School. I then graduated from
Indiana University in Bloomington in the
spring of 1968. I went to Ohio State's dental
school and graduated from there in the
spring of 1972. I have been practicing
dentistry in Springfield since that time.
· STING: When did you come to know the
Lord as your personal Savior?
SCHANHER: It was in September of
1980 that I made a total commitment to
Jesus Christ. But it took a long time for me
to see my need of the Saviour.
I was one of those kids that just _went to
church to get an award for perfect
attendance. I went to church through high
school and college and I really didn't know
why. I guess it was because it was
ingrained in me.
After dental school, I got involved in
many things other than with my family. I
got-hooked on sports and the bar scene. I
was a "weekend warrior" on the softball
diamond, tennis court and in the bar. That
got to be pretty much routine and after a
while I neglected my family. I really don't
know how I maintained my practice, but
fortunately things worked out in that
direction.
In the fall of 1979, my wife Cheryl got
invited to a Bible study in our
neighborhood. She basically went just to
meet the neighbors because we had just
moved into a new house. She not only met
the neighbors, but at the same time she
met the Lord. She came back all pumped
up and told me about it, but I said I didn't
want to hear any of that trash.
There is a principle in I Peter 3 that
Cheryl lived out where it says a godly
woman who lives with an unsaved husband
is to lead him to the Lord by example. That
is exactly what she did.
In the summer of 1980, I got involved in
my extracurricular activities more than
usual and I got up to about 215 pounds.· I
was playing in a tennis tournament in
August where the temperature was 95
degrees and the humidity 95 percent. I had

long matches on three successive days and
I was not replenishing my fluids. like I
should have and I became dehydrated. As
soon as my next match was over, I
collapsed. The Emergency squad came
and picked me up and took me to the
hospital. They could not find any veins to
put an intravenous in me and I was packed
in ice.·
Finally, a nurse found a vein on the back
of my hand to put in an i.v. I was in the
hospital for four days and I realized at that
time that my· life was a real joke. My
family life was shot and I was just living
for myself. I later found out from one of the
physicians that I ahnost did not make it
through the ordeal.
I remembered that I had heard the
gospel at a. concert in Dayton in May of
that year. That was the first time it had
been spelled out to me, but I really did not
pay that much attention to it. However, the
seeds had been planted.
My wife always made sure that we
socialized with Christians. I did not know
they were Christians, but 1 could tell that
they were different. Many people had
witnessed to me and in that hospital bed I
realized that the things in my life were not
that good. I prayed to God that if He bailed
me out then I would do whatever I could
for Him.
The next weekend I went out a.nd got
drunk again and my family was getting
ready to leave me. One Sunday morning, I
pulled them into the living room and
apoligized for theway I had been living and
said I was really going to make that total
commitment to· God that I had made to
Him while lying in that hospital bed.
That. is when I made a complete
commitment to Christ. Since that point, it
has been upward but it has been a
rollercoaster ride at the s:;tIDe time. There
have been ups and downs. Just because we
live for Christ doesn't mean that life still
doesn't have its problems.
STING: Were you active in athletics in
figh school?
SCHANHER: I was too small to play
basketball and my dad would not let me
play football. I played baseball and tennis
as a kid. The baseball team in high school
was very strong and again I was too small
so I gravitated towards tennis. I played
and lettered in tennis for three years. My
senior year our tennis squad was ranked in
the top five in the state and five of our
players went to the state tournament.
I was a walk-on tennis player at Indiana
University my freshman year. That was
before freshmen were eligible to play
varsity athletics so I was on the freshman
team. I competed very well there, but my
grades were not that good and I injured my
shoulder. I sat out that spring and tried to
come back in the fall, but physically I
could not do it.
At that point I thought I was going to go
to medical school which takes very high
grades to be accepted. I realized that I was
not going to make a career out of tennis so
I decided I would concentrate on
academics and stick to intramurals.
STING: How are you involved with
athletics at Ohio State?
SCHANHER: I have been going to Ohio
State football games since 1954. My dad
used to take me to one or two games a year-and I grew up to be an Ohio State fan.
When I came back to Springfield from
dental school, I had a couple of dentist
friends who were real active in Ohio State
athletics and I talked to them about it. I
was interested in an opening of the
recruiting aspect of the program so I could
help out. Some of the committeemen in
Springfield eventually asked me if I would
like to help and I said I would.
The responsibilities we nave as athletic
comitteemen now are really not much. We
can't make any personal contact with
prospective athletes like we used to. All we
can do is go and watch them play, get films
from their coach and send them to Ohio
State, and write them a letter.
STING: Do you help recruit athletes for
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other sports besides football for Ohio
State?
SCHANHER: Eldon Miller (former OSU
basketball coach) would occasionally send
us a name to write, but our main
concentration was football. Earle Bruce
(OSU football coach) uses us all of the time
and there are about 400 committeemen
stationed throughout the states of Ohio,
West Virginia, Indiana, Illinois, and
Pennsylvania just to name a few.
STING: Are there any benefits from
being on the committee?
SCHANHER: There is a golf-tennis
outing we get to go to in August. We have
ticket priorities, we are put on their
mailing list for recruiting information, and
we receive just basic athletic privileges at
the university.
STING: Do you enjoy being on the
athletic committee for Ohio State?
SCHANHER: I really like it a lot, but it
doesn't mean as much to me as it used to.
It was really kind of neat to hob knob with
all of the Ohio State legends when I went to
my first committee outings. That was kind
of a big deal for me at first. It still is
important to me now because I think it is
good to contribute to the athletic
department any way I can.
To be quite honest with you, however, I
enjoy helping the Cedarville athletic staff
as well. Dr. Callan (men's basketball
coach and athletic director) asks me at
times to write letters to athletes or
sometimes I help my friends out at
Wittenberg University by writing a letter
or two for them. I enjoy writing for those
schools a little bit more.
STING: What do you say to prospective
athletes when you write to them?
SCHANHER: I take an idea from the
Apostle Paul in that I attempt to
authenticate myself. I want the athlete to
understand my credentials for saying
what I do and I let them know what I'm
talking about.
It is easier to write to the potential
Cedarville College athlete because you are
writing to them from a different
prospective.
STING: How did you become involved
with helping the Cedarville athletic staff?
SCHANHER: Well, believe it or not, at
one time I leterally did not know where
Cedarville or Cedarville College was and I
live only 12 miles north of the town.· Tom
Hopewell (former assistant pastor at
Southgate Baptist Church in Springfileld)
first brought me down and told me
that he graduated from the school and
he thought I would like it. He wanted me to
meet Dr. Callan.
I also met Dr. Robert Gromacki
(Cedarville Bible Department Chairman)
about the possibility of taking some
classes part-time. I eventually did that for
three years.
Through the contacts of some of the
instructors and some of the players that I
got to know and my making continuous
0

visits to the school was how I basically
became acquainted with the Cedarville
athletic program.
STING: What stimulates your interest in
Cedarville athletics, and what do you see
that's different with the Cedarville
program as compared to other school?
SCHANHER: One Cedarville athlete
who was instrumental in my iife was Drew
Baker (basketball player who graduated
in 1982) and I was introduced to him one
Sunday at Southgate Baptist Church. Tom
Hopewell then invited me to go see the
Cedarville-Wittenberg game that year at
Wittenberg.
Drew did not get to play because he had
hurt his ankle and he was kind of down. I
ran into him in the lobby after the game
and he asked me to come give my
testimony to the basketball team before a
game. So one Saturday, Tom and I went
down to Cedarville and I was scared to
death. I had never talked to any group of
young men in my life, especially about my
relationship with Christ and how I came to
know Him as my Lord and Saviour.
Just by being at Cedarville and sharing
my testimony, having all of the team
members come up afterwards to shake my
hand, and having Drew put his arm
around me and hug me, that had a
tremendous impact on me. I never had
anybody come do that to me before other
than family. I certainly had never had a
man show. _enough concern for me
personally in an outward expression of
emotion towards me just for sharing a
testimony that I felt was shakily and
poorly done. I felt like I was really
important and that someone cared that I
was there.
I continued to go to Cedarville basketball
games. I noticed that with the Cedarville
athlete there was something just a little bit
- different than what I was used to seeing on
the big-time athletic arena like at Ohio
State and Indiana.
When I went to my first Cedarville
game, I noticed that they prayed before
the game. lhad never been in a Christian
atmosphere before in my life so you're
looking.at a rookie coming out of the rough
woods with a lot of rough edges on him.
Seeing an atmosphere like .that was just
awesome.
It nearly brought tears to my eyes the
first couple of games I went to just to see
the student body and pep band get into the
game, plus see the way the team
conducted itself on and off the court. It is a
great experience. That is what really
excited me about following the basketball
team, and meeting other athletes at the
school as time went on.
STING: Tell us a little bit about your
family life now.
SCHANHER: Cheryl and I have been
married for nearly 14 years. We have a
daughter Stacy who is 11 years old and
another daughter Stephanie who is six.
Our son Seth is 21h years old.

